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Daniel Dziekan, a manager at the 
Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife, 
was driving on May 17, 2017, and came 
across a rollover car accident. He pulled the 
young woman from the car and performed 
CPR until aid arrived. Daniel received a 
Humanitarian Award; despite his heroic 
efforts, she perished later at the hospital.

Thomas Bingeman and 
Larry Brooks, health and 
fitness specialists at The 
Boeing Company, received 
Lifesaving Awards for 
administering first aid and 
CPR to an employee who 
collapsed while he was 
playing basketball at the 
company’s activity center 
on March 23, 2017.

Jon Gabelein, a teacher at Coupeville 
Elementary, was awarded the Lifesaving 
Award for aiding and administering CPR to 
a mother who collapsed while dropping her 
child off for school on May 30, 2017. 

Doug Landeis, Michael 
Peterson, Kevin Headland, 
Jeremy Coty, Myron Sherrard 
and Frank Blavka, of The 
Boeing Company 17-10 Tooling 
Inspection Crew, received 
Lifesaving Awards for aiding 
and administering CPR to an 
employee who suffered a heart 
attack on Feb. 28, 2017. (Coty and 
Headland are pictured.)

Trooper Tina McManus, of the Washington 
State Patrol, received a Lifesaving Award 
for coming to the aid of a customer at 
the Fred Meyer in Kent who had lost 
consciousness and was going into shock on 
Feb. 19, 2017. Trooper McManus evaluated 
the woman’s condition and took steps to 
treat her for shock until medics arrived.

Landon Stevens, a laborer at 
Superior Gunite, and Travis Wright, 
a carpenter at Hoffman Structures 
Inc., received Lifesaving Awards 
for administering CPR to a fellow 
employee who collapsed while 
working 90 feet below the earth’s 
surface on March 9, 2017. They 
continued compressions until a 
tower crane was able to lift the 
patient to the transport emergency 
crew and airlift him to Harborview.



The Lifesaving Award is available to employees in the State 
of Washington who are covered by industrial insurance, 
either through the State Fund or a Self-Insured employer. The 
lifesaving action must have been performed while on duty. 

The award is for personally performing urgently required 
hands-on action in a lifesaving effort. In the case of law 
enforcement persons, fire fighters, EMTs, healthcare 
professionals, or other similar type professionals, such 
actions must not be part of their normal duties, but must be 
above and beyond the call of duty.

A Humanitarian Award may be given when the heroic act 
didn’t involve hands-on lifesaving effort or when the victim 
didn’t survive in spite of the lifesaving efforts. 

Special thanks to the Governor’s Lifesaving Awards Committee 
Members: Dale Armstrong, Joe Camacho, Ted Davis, John Johnson, 
Joe Kendo, and DJ Lund.
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Mathew Rios, a cashier and safety 
coordinator at Costco Wholesale in 
Vancouver, received the Lifesaving Award 
for administering CPR to a customer who 
suffered a heart attack and collapsed in the 
store where he was working on Dec. 23, 2016.

Chris Lucas, of Apex Steel, 
and Ernesto Vasquez and Sean 
Sumner, of Sellen Construction, 
received Lifesaving Awards for 
saving the life of a 3-year-old boy 
who fell into Lake Washington 
near their jobsite on May 12, 2016. 
They pulled the child from the 
water and performed CPR for at 
least five minutes until he started 
to gasp for air and cough up water.

Tim Brenneis, Jennifer Hall, Tim O’Connell, Dan Richards and Bill Mauerman, 
employees of the Washington State Department of Transportation’s Signal Shop, 
received Lifesaving Awards for coming to the aid of a coworker and administering 
CPR to him after he collapsed while talking to them the morning of Aug. 31, 2016. 

Mike Culley, an IT specialist at the 
Washington State Department of Labor & 
Industries, received a Lifesaving Award for 
taking charge and administering first aid to 
a seriously injured maintenance worker who 
had fallen from a ladder while working in the 
ceiling HVAC system on Dec. 27, 2016.

Trooper Darin Fehlhafer, of the Washington 
State Patrol, received a Lifesaving Award 
for aiding a critically injured driver who had 
crashed his car at a high rate of speed on 
June 9, 2016. As the trooper tended to the 
unconscious driver, the car caught fire. He 
then pulled the unconscious man out of the 
car and dragged him to safety as the vehicle 
was engulfed in flames.

Peter Barone, a machinist, 
and Gary White, a tool grinder, 
both of The Boeing Company, 
received Lifesaving Awards for 
coming to the aid of another 
employee when they discovered 
the man unconscious, injured 
and bleeding on Feb. 8, 2017.

Angela Salgado, a server at the Olive 
Garden in Wenatchee, received the 
Lifesaving Award for performing the 
Heimlich maneuver on two customers, a 
13-year-old girl and a grandmother, on two 
separate occasions in August 2016.

Denise Whitaker, KOMO 4 reporter, is an Emmy 
Award-winning journalist who seeks adventure 
both on and off camera. Professionally, she 
worked her way through the ranks of TV news, 
anchoring and reporting in eight different states 
before settling in Seattle. Her assignments 
have dispatched her to presidential debates, 
post-earthquake Haiti, celebrity interviews, sky 
diving and firing howitzers on a gunship. 

In her 10th year with the Climb to Fight Breast 
Cancer, Denise is chair of the volunteer 
organizing committee. So far, she has raised 
more than $40,000 for research at the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and made 
a total of nine summits of Northwest peaks and 
volcanoes in Mexico. Denise enjoys Adventure 
Racing with her husband Terron. 

(Listed in chronological order of the event) 

Congratulations to all the recipients of the  
2017 Governor’s Lifesaving Awards!


